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Sewerage Authority Depleted $2.8 Million Surplus in 18 Months 
 
DELRAN, NJ - During this time of economic hardship for many Delran residents, the 
now dissolved, Delran Sewerage Authority spent its entire $2.8 million surplus in the 18 
months between January 1, 2009 and July 14, 2010 –  spending the surplus down to  
negative $828  by the time it was officially disbanded on July 14, 2010. Council received 
the final audit at their meeting on Wednesday, October 6, 2010.  
 
“Frankly, I’m shocked,” said Councilman Tom Morrow.  “For the past two years, Mayor 
Ken Paris, the other members of the Delran Township Council and I have had to make 
many, many difficult decisions to keep our budget balanced and taxes stable.” 
 
Councilman Gary Catrambone said, “This type of unrestrained spending, by an appointed 
group with no accountability to the Township Council or to the residents of Delran, 
further reinforces that we made the right decision to the abolish the Sewerage Authority.”  
 
Morrow added, “In my opinion, given the economic times, this was grossly inappropriate. 
Certainly, the residents of Delran deserve better.” 
 
Councilman Morrow’s opponent in the November 2, 2010, Delran Township Ward 2 
Council election is the former Sewerage Authority Chairman, Harry Fox. 
 
According to Morrow, there had been a great deal of misinformation about the Council’s 
reasons for dissolving the Sewerage Authority.  In fact, Fox produced a letter, paid for by 
the Authority, suggesting the action was a “power grab” aimed at “providing a tax cut for 
Delran residents by raiding the surplus for non-Sewer needs.”  
 
“That was certainly not the case,” Morrow reported.  “While we support lower taxes, our 
aim then, as it is now, is to reduce expenditures wherever possible through common sense 
approaches.”  With the dissolution of the Sewerage Authority, we’ll be saving Delran 
residents $100,000 every year through the elimination of duplicative administrative and 
managerial services.  
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Morrow also challenged the claim that the accelerated spending was necessary due to 
State mandated improvements.  “Although it is true there were areas that required 
attention, some expenditures had been put off for years and others could have been 
accomplished without touching the surplus.” 
 
“This is a slap in the face to the residents who were led to believe, in Fox’s letter, that the 
Sewerage Authority was trying to preserve their surplus.” Catrambone added, “Now, 
more than ever, Delran residents need proven, effective leadership to carefully watch how 
resident’s money is being spent.” 
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